
ABBY BAKER EXTREME STUNT LADY
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“Abby Baker!” shouted her teacher. “Why does your behaviour have to be so extreme? You will get no where with that attitude girl” 

Hey Teach you were wrong. It’s exactly that attitude that has allowed Abby to follow her dreams. At the age of 14 she was racing her own banger at a stadium near her hometown of Eastbourne. Unfortunately she had been economical with the truth when giving her age as 16, which was the minimum age for a racing license in her junior class. “Most of the other drivers new I was under age but they only became upset when I started beating them” explains Abby, “Unfortunately I drove the championship leaders car into the fence, quite legally, and went on to win the race. The next thing I new was I had been disqualified from driving because of my age. At the age of 16 she re-registered and had two successful seasons racing.
Racing was her hobby but with her family moving to Penzance her interest changed. She enrolled on a Performing Arts Course at Cornwall College, which brought her in contact with a group of surfers. “I had tried skate boarding but found that it's really painful when you fall off,” she explains. “ The surfers said that this was not true for surfing as your falling in the water. Like a mug I believed them.”  6 months and many bruises later Abby had become a proficient surfer but had also made sure that she had kept up her college work.

Having completed her course successfully she decided to have a gap year and headed out to back pack in Australia. “ I had some contacts living in Sidney and had met a couple of Oz surfers over here and it just seemed the right thing to do.” She ended up spending six months riding on the best surf beached in the country. “I worked as a barmaid at nights to earn a few bob. I was sharing accommodation with 2 other people that I had met on the way. It was a wonderful time and has left me with lifetime memories.”

Abby arrived home in December and within 2 weeks she had a phone call. “Some of the guys had booked a chalet in Switzerland for a fortnight and were going Snow Boarding. They asked if I would like hang out with them! Having never snow boarded before I asked if it’s painful when you fall off. It’s OK as long as you don’t fall off the mountain in an uncontrolled way they laughed. It must be true you’re only falling into snow. It must be alright.” Wrong! A mild concussion damaged knee ligaments and covered in bruises and that was just the first two days. By the end of two weeks she loved it. “ Even the cold became a thrill,” explains Abby. “There is like getting up at dawn and being first on the slopes on clear new snow.”

In fact she liked it so much that when the two weeks were over she found a job as a chalet maid and stayed on for another six weeks. 

Six months later saw her travelling out to New Zealand where her brother had started a bee keeping business. “NZ is absolutely stunning. My brother took the month of work and we spent it travelling from one end to the other.” One thing that New Zealand is also famous for is Extreme Sports and this offered Abby an opportunity that she was not going to miss. “ We headed for Queenstown on the Southern Island. It’s here 150ft Kawarau Bridge Bungee Jump is based and I had to have ago.’ Says Abby. “It is just the biggest adrenalin rush ever. “

On return to Cornwall she was offered some catalogue modelling work. “I have to admit to being a bit of a Tom Boy,” explains Abby. “I rarely wear makeup and prefer jeans and a tee shirt to a dress but a photographer friend of my dad said he had been let down and could I step in. it was great fun and paid well and I appeared in a Youth Clothing Catalogue.”   Through a surfer friend she heard that there was a job going for a driver to perform car crashes in a touring stunt show. “That sounds like an extreme job for Abby Baker” she thought and so she phoned and asked for the job. With the promise of training she became the Extreme Car Crash Lady and last year crashed over 60 cars. She also learned the Human Cannonball, which shoots her 25m through the air. “ That’s yet another time I asked is it painful when you land? This time the answer was ‘yes if you get it wrong but if you do as you are told you want get it wrong.’ For one of the few times in my life I did as I was told and you Know I haven’t got it wrong yet.”

In this years show Abby will be performing car crashes, The Human Cannonball and being blown up in The Exploding Coffin.

“Some people might think that the comments by my teacher all those years ago drove me to where I am now to prove her wrong.” ponders Abby “But I’ve never had ambitions. I’ve just been lucky enough to do things that I enjoy. If I have any ambition at all it is to have fun, go to new places and meet new people and in this job I can do all three. 

Print quality images of Abby are available from http://www.future-events.co.uk/press/abby-thumbs.html
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